The Doctrine of Total Depravity

Part One
John G. Reisinger

There are basically only two religions in the whole world. The one begins with the free
will of man and the other one begins with the sovereignty of God (See page 7). The first
one keeps telling you what "You must do," for God, and the second one declares what
"God has done for you" that you could not do for yourself. The religion of "free will"
pictures salvation as a possibility for all men if they are willing to cooperate with God by
believing. The religion of free grace presents salvation as a certainty for al of the elect of
God because God gives faith as a gift. Does your preacher keep emphasizing "do" or does
he talk about "done"?

The many varieties of the religion based on man's free will differ only on what man must
do in order to find acceptance with God. One says he must go to Mecca and kiss the
sacred rock; another says he must bathe in the Ganges river; another says he must be
baptized by immersion; and others says he must produce faith with his free will. The
theological term for this view is Auto-soteriology, which means "self- salvation,” or
salvation depending, in some sense, on man's cooperation with God. The religion of free
grace is called Theo-soteriology, which means "salvation depending wholly on God 's
grace and power." The Biblical gospel is"God saves sinners'—period. That means God
(@l by Himself with no help at all from the sinner) saves (actually and truly and not
merely "tries to save") sinners (helpless, hopeless, guilty, hell-deserving people who can
do absolutely nothing ). The gospel it is not " God gives every man a chance to be saved if
the sinner will only cooperate by furnishing the necessary faith." In Theo-soteriology, al
of the glory belongs to God alone because His sovereign grace and power alone is what
makes the difference. In Auto-soteriology, the glory is shared by God and the sinner
because it was "the sinner's willingness' that made the real difference between himself
and other lost people that enabled God to effect salvation.

Genesis 11:1-9 shows these two basic ideas in the words "let us' as these words are
uttered by man and the same words are uttered by God. "Let us (man) build a tower to
reach up to God" (Auto-soteriology) is the religion based on man's will. It begins with
man and his effort. "Let us (Triune God) go down" (Theo-soteriology) is the religion of
sovereign grace that comes to a depraved sinner and enables the dead sinner to repent and
believe.

When a knowledgeable believer says, "The Lord saved me," he does not mean the Lord
Jesus Christ saved him. He means, " the Lord God the Father saved me in electing grace;
the Lord God the Son saved me by His atoning death; and the Lord God the Holy Spirit
saved me by opening my heart and giving me faith." Each member of the blessed Trinity
has a specific, and essential, part to play in every sinner's salvation.



One of the clear proofs of how man centered our theology has become in the last 100
yearsis the near total absence of either hymns or sermons depicting the sovereign

electing grace of the Father or the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Remember that
we have been saved by a Triune God. Should we not gladly acknowledge and worship the
Father for His electing grace even as we praise the Son for His vicarious death? Are we
not duty bound to acknowledge and worship the Holy Spirit for raising us out of spiritual
death and giving us the gift of faith and life? There is an absence of good hymns
depicting the work of the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit because of the failure to
grasp the Biblical doctrine of Total Depravity. That is the subject of thisissue of Sound of
Grace.

Introduction: What does the phrase "Total Depravity” mean?

| remember a college professor who constant |y depicted the Puritans as kill-joys. He
blamed their problem on their belief in total depravity. The professor's caricature was, "A
puritan is a man who cannot seep at night because he is afraid that somewhere in the
world someone may be having fun." The Puritans really got bad press in that man's class.

The carnal mind hates the doctrine of total depravity. Nothing cuts across the grain of the
modern religious, psychological, and philosophical view of man and his basic nature as
much as the truth that man is a depraved sinner. The unchallenged absolute in academic
circlestoday isthat "Man is basically good." Biblical depravity says the exact opposite.
The Bible clearly sees that environment plays a great part in shaping an individual.
However, it traces the root cause of all man's problems to awicked and selfish heart. The
sun and rain cannot bring a single plant out the ground that is not already there in seed
form, nor can a bad environment produce any fruit that is not potentialy aready in our
hearts. Everyone of usis capable, apart from grace, of being as wicked as any person who
every lived. If you bak at that statement you have probably never become a Christian!

Once the fact of total depravity is accepted then sovereign grace is man's only hope. As
long as this fact is rejected and man's fictitious goodness is exalted, men will merely find
more ways to justify their rebellion to God and His revealed truth.

Here is Webster's Dictionary definition: "depraved - characterized by corruption;
perverted; evil .. .". The word "total" means what it says and needs no comment. The
word "depraved"” is not in your concordance nor is the word "Trinity." However, both of
these truths are stamped on nearly every page of the Bible.

Here is the doctrine of total depravity in anut shell. "Man is bad, but he is not that bad,
but hereally isbad.” That means, (1) man is asinner; but (2) he is not nearly as sinful in
actual practice as he could be. However, (3) heisredly is atotally depraved sinner in the
sight of God.



It takes both a negative and a positive wire to produce e ectricity. Often timesit is
essential to clearly spell out what we do not believe before it is possible to understand
what we actually do believe. We will begin our study with things that we do not believe
even though we are often very wrongly accused of these things.

First: Negative. Let me show what we do NOT mean by "total depravity."

1. Total depravity does not mean that man is without a conscience or any sense of right
and wrong.

People often have a strong impulse to do "right,” and they often feel remorse for doing
"wrong." However, this only proves that man still has some remnants of his original
creation. He still has a conscience and, depending on environment and training, it can
very strong. Conscience often drives people into a mental institution, and, in some cases,
even to suicide. The following texts clearly show that man has a conscience.

John 8:9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one
byone.."

Romans 2:14,15 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15 Which
shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness,
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)

C. S. Lewis spoke of the universal "ought" in ever man. Every person will accuse others
(and themselves in their conscience) of not doing what they "ought" to have done. This
universal admission by every creature of a "right and wrong" will be one of the righteous
grounds upon God will judge all men as guilty. Man's constant moral judgement of other
people is absolute proof that man is a moral being created in the moral image of God.
Man is not an animal without any consciousness of his creator. Man is a rational and
moral creature who makes volitional choices based on both his rationality and moral
CONSCIi OUSNESS.

Suppose the day that you were born God hung an invisible tape recorder around your
neck. Every time you said either "you should have done such and such,” or "you should
NOT have done such and such," the invisible recorder went blip, blip, blip and recorded
what you said. In the day of judgement, imagine God getting out the tape, with your own
words of moral judgments on it, and saying, "I want to be fair in judging you. Therefore |
will judge you on the exact standards that you boldly professed to believe. | will use your
own words. | will not use either the Ten Commandments, or the words of Christ in the
Sermon on the Mount, | will use what you yourself fervently acknowledged (by judging
others) was right and wrong.” Could anything be more fair? Would we not all be proven
guilty before God? Do yourealize that very thing is going to happen!



Man indeed has a consciousness of right and wrong. We need only read Ann Landers or
visit a mental institution to see that people often have a very deep consciousness of
morality that sometimes screams at them. However, this does not mean that these people
are convicted of sinin God's sight. A "guilty conscience” is not the same as "conviction

of sin." People have great remorse for the results of sin who are not in the least concerned
that they have offended God.

2. Total Depravity does not mean that every sinner is devoid of all of the qualities that
are both pleasing to men and useful to society when those qualities are judged only by a
human standard.

Mother Teresa and Albert Switzer were great humanitariars. The world is a better place
for many people because of them and their ministry. They rightly earned and deserve our
praise for their humanitarian labors. However, they were still guilty sinnersin the sight of
a holy God. All the "good" they did will not earn them grace in God's sight. They too are
included in the "you" who must be "born again." Were these two people "much better
persons’ than a Hitler or a Manson? Of course they were , if you judge only on the basis
of a human standard. Is it possible that a Manson, or a Hitler, can be saved by grace and
go to heaven, and a Mother Teresa and a Switzer be lost and go to hell because of self-
righteousness? The answer is yes, both situations are possible, if you judge by God's
revealed standards.

A parent's love and willingness to suffer even death for their child's well being is
certainly a"good" thing that deserves to be admired and applauded. However, such
actions do not prove the parent has grace in his or her heart nor does it prove they are not
totally depraved in God's sight. All it provesis that man still has vestiges of the image of
God from his origina creation. A patriot's sacrifice for his country is another illustration
of the same principle.

A bombed and ruined religious temple may have fragments of beautiful columns or parts
of painted walls that are perfectly in tact. However, it is not afit place for worship. It is
"totally" ruined for the purpose for which it was built even though a few isolated parts are
not totally destroyed. Man has remnants of his creation in Eden but he is "totally” ruined
by sin as far as ability or desire to love and worship God.

Suppose a doctor in the Navy lead a crew into mutiny and took control of a Navy ship.
He then uses the ship in piracy. The Navy finds him and demands that he either surrender
or they will destroy the ship. Upon his refusal, the Navy brings in the necessary fire
power and begins to fight. During the battle many men on the rebel ship are wounded.
The doctor works without rest or food and risks his life over and over again in order to
give his men the necessary medical treatment to keep them alive. When the Navy finaly
captures the ship they will hang both the captain and his men because of their mutiny.
The heroic "good" which the captain did in risking his life for his men will help neither
him or them at the trial. The judges who sentences the man to die may "admire his
courage" but heis till atraitor against the government and will therefore be put to death.



None of his"good" will count anything. The same principle applies to the all of the
"good" that sinful men do.

It is this principle that is being taught in Proverbs 21:4. An high look, and a proud heart,
and the plowing of the wicked, issin. It is not the actua plowing of the man that is sinful,
but the sinful attitude of the man's heart.

(1) His plowing is an exhibition of his faith in the seasons. If he did not believe that
spring and summer were sure to follow, he would not plow and plant. His very act of
plowing is an expression of faith in God's providence and will condemn the man's
unbelieving heart for refusing to worship the very God he constantly acknowledged.

(2) The man will curse God if there is too little or too much rain but he will not praise
God for a good harvest. His very cursing shows that he knows God is for real and that He
isin control of the weather. The man's pride and self sufficiency will not allow him to
give God the credit for the good wesather. The whole situation shows that his very
plowing will someday be the evidence that condemns him in his sin of unbelief.

3. We are not saying that every sinner is prone to every form of sin.

The Pharisee's prove this point. Jesus acknowledges that some of the things the Pharisees
did were right and "good." However, they also selectively omitted some other things.
They will be condemned for the very good things they did because it proves they had an
understanding of what God wanted. Their deliberate omissions proves the depravity of
the hearts.

Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment,
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to |eave the other undone.

One form of sin will often exclude another form of sin. (1) The "miser” will be delivered
from the sin of "wastefulness." (2) The "work-a-holic" will be delivered from dloth and
laziness. (3) The "Pride of position” will often exclude immorality but only for fear of
being caught. Shakespeare said it well: "I see it has pleased Devil drunkenness to give
place to Devil wrath."

This truth explains the "apparent” change in some men when elevated to a position of
authority. Their nice personality is replaced with atyrannical attitude. Actually the man
did not really change at al. His true self came to the surface for the first time. The man
was aways like that in his heart but he never had the authority or opportunity to
demonstrate it.

4. We are not saying that every sinner is asintense as he can bein his sin. Remember our
origina definition, "Man is bad, but he is not that bad, but hereally is bad."



No one person has ever expressed all of the sin of which they were capable. The
following texts demonstrate this fact:

Genesis 15:16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin
of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.

2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and wor se, deceiving, and
being deceived.

Every year we are convinced that society and the world simply cannot possibly get any
worse. However, it does get worse and will continue to do so until our Lord returns. The
old saying istrue: "You ain't seen nothing yet!" | would not want to live in the same city,
county, or state where God permitted one individual to express al of the rebellion of
which he was capable. We ought to constantly thank God for His restraining grace.

We now put the positive wire into place and show what we actually do believe about total
depravity.

Second: Positive. What we DO mean by Total Depravity, or, What the Bible DOES teach
on the subject.

Total depravity means that man is totally dead in sin and not just sick and dying. The
sinner is not an emergency room case who desperately reed attention before it too late—
the sinner is a graveyard case. They are dead, not dying. They are not incurably sick and
on the verge of death-they are already dead! Ephesians 2:1 isclear: "And you hath he
guickened, who were dead in trespassesand sins.. . "

1. Total depravity means that every sinner, including you and me, is destitute or without
that love to God which constitutes the fundamental and all-inclusive demand of God's
law. The one great thing that all men owe to God is the one thing that they adamantly
refuse to give Him.

Matthew 22:35-38 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting
him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind. 38 Thisisthe first and great commandment.

All men, without a single exception, are guilty of thissin. They smply do not "love God"
and put Him first in any sense. They are commanded to do this 24 hours every day, but
lost sinners have never consciously ever done one single thing in their whole lifefor the
express purpose of glorifying God. They live to please themselves and have no thought of
their indebtedness to God. | once pressed this fact on a high school teacher and he
claimed that his three children were produced out of obedience to God's command to "be



fruitful and multiply." When | asked if that was the only motive involved, he grinned and
said, "Well, maybe not entirely."

This is what Jesus meant in John 5:42: "But | know you, that ye have not the love of God
inyou." That is, we lack the one thing essential in order to please God. We are not at all
motivated by either duty or love to God. We are motivated entirely by sin and self.

2. Total Depravity means that every sinner is guilty of elevating some lower affection or
desire above regard for God, His Law, and the Gospel. Thisis the opposite of # 1.
Sinners not only do not love the true God and put Him first, but they do love some other
God and put that false God first.

2 Timothy 3:4 . . . lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.

It is not that "pleasures’ are wrong in themselves. It is when pleasure becomes the cause
for living and is a higher goal than knowing God Himself. God can justly complain that
this attitude controls the hearts of al lost men.

Malachi 1:6 A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If | am a father [in the
sense of creation, JGR] , where is the honor due me?

Sinners do not give God the love and worship that He deserves because they are filled
with love for something else. They feel no "obligation™ to God and therefore they cannot
help but be "unthankful." Romans one is a perfect picture of sinful man's ungrateful
proud heart.

3. That "something else" that men loveisan idol called "self" or "me."” Every sinner is
determined, in his whole inward being and outward life, by a preference of self instead of
God. The sinner treats himself asif he were the only true god.

2 Tim. 3:2 People will be lovers of themselves. . .

John 3:19 Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because
their deeds were evil.

It is bad enough to dethrone God the Creator, but to enthrone the creature, to enthrone
self as God, isthe height of sin. (See Rom 1:21-23)

Sin, in the garden of Eden, created a monster called "happiness' that literally consumes
people. To "be happy" is to have everything and everyone act the way that | want themto
act. To be "unhappy" isto wish that | could make everything that disagrees with me to
"un-happen,” or cease to exigt. It isto earnestly desire to have everything and everybody
line up in the way that | want them to so | can get everything | desire.

4. Total Depravity means that every sinner is possessed with a nature, inherited from
Adam'sfall, that is completely hostile toward God. We were all born with a"positive"



aversion to God and His authority. By nature, every sinner wants "his own way." Romans
8:7 makes this fact very clear. "The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to
God'slaw, nor can it do so."

The obvious question is, "Why does man not feel this awful hostility that, according to
the Scripture, isin his heart?' The answer is smple.

8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of
concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 9 For | was alive without the law once:
but when the commandment came, sin revived, and | died. 10 And the commandment,
which was ordained to life, | found to be unto death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the
commandment, deceived me, and by it sSlew me. Romans 7:8-11.

This hostility, or enmity, is against God's authority, and as long as a man is not forced to
think about God's authority, that man will not feel the hostility that is in his heart.
However, when God's law, or authority, is pressed on the man's conscience, then the
enmity that is buried in his nature will surface. Aslong as the sinner sincerely believes
that he "free to do as he chooses, and as long as he has a false view of God, especially
God's sovereignty and his duty to God, he will never fedl either guilty or angry toward
God. However, when God's true character as Sovereign Law Giver and Judge is pressed
on the sinner, then the sparks begin to fly. This rarely happens today simply because our
generation has been lulled to sleep by atotally false view of a"God of love."

Let me illugtrate this fact. A truly virtuous woman may smile in mild amusement at a
"wolf whistle" as she enters the grocery store. However, if the man would follow her into
the store and literally force her into a corner, she would lash out in rage and indignation.
Her true nature would manifest itself. Y ou would see what sheisreally like. So it is with
the lost man. It is not until his conscience is pressed with God's true claims that his true
nature of hostility comes to the surface. That is when the "nice man" tells you, in anger,
to "leave me aloneto do as | please.”

Preaching the "love of God" makes no one angry. Preaching man's duty to God as His
Creator and judge will make the sinner gnash his teeth. We must remember that all men
think they love God. However, the God they love is a God of their own imagination and
not the God of the Bible.

Let me illustrate what | mean. The ancient Greeks "sincerely loved" and "fervently
worshiped" God. On any given day you could find several "worship services' in process.
We know that these religious feasts were nothing less than drunken orgies, but they were
done in the name of Baccus, one of the Greek Gods. If we would have rebuked the
"worshipers' for their drunken immoral behavior because in their heart of hearts they
knew better, they would not have thanked us. They would have been furious. They knew
that the one true living God hated such behavior. However, they did not care and did
everything they could to forget that fact. They would hate us for reminding them of what
they knew in their conscience. They would have raised their wine goblets and shouted,
"Away with your God, Baccus is God! Baccus is God!"



We come down alittle farther in history and meet a pirate named Eric the Red as he is
about to go on a"business' trip. Of course his business was to capture ships, steal what
was worth stealing, and kill everyone of his helpless victims. If we said, "But Eric, have
you fear or love for God?," the poor man would be horrified. He would say, "Why of
course | love God. Look at hisimage on the front of my ship. | pray to him before | go to
sea and | sacrifice to him when | return.” If we reminded this man that in his conscience
he knew that the one true God Who made the heavens and earth hated such behavior, Eric
would be furious. He would put his sword under our chin and walk us off the gang plank
backward while he shouted, "Thor is God! Thor is God!"

Let us move down to the twentieth century liberal preacher who lives down the street
from you. He is a hard working "do gooder" sentimentalist. He "loves God" but when
asked what God is like, the man admits he does not have a clue. When we begin to tak
about the God who revealed Himself at the cross in the atoning blood of Christ, we notice
the man's neck is getting red. He finally grits his teeth and blurts out in anger, "I hate
your religion of blood and the God who requiresit.” Y ou see, he "sincerely loves God,"
but it isa God of his own imagination and not the God of the Bible. He hates the true and
living God revealed in the Scriptures.

The same reaction will come from the "Super Church” leaders who insist on being
"positive thinkers." When we mention Romans nine and its awesome picture of God's
sovereignty, we are hated and ridiculed. Put it into your memory system: Men sincerely
love a God of their own imagination, and He is always a God that they can control. Our
duty is to confront men with the God of the Bible. He is the Creator, the Law giver, the
Judge, and the only Redeemer. We must begin with Genesis 1:1 and not John 3:16. We
begin with the God of John 3:16.

Let me illustrate this point. Suppose a man named Harry bitterly hated a next door
neighbor. The very sight of his neighbor made Harry furious. The neighbor finally moved
to California. Several years later, someone visiting Harry said, "You really hated that guy
who used to live next door." Harry would probably say, "Well, | did not like him too
much, but | would not say | actually hated him. That is a strong word.” No amount of
arguing would convince Harry of how deeply he had hated that neighbor. Y ou see, Harry
has not seen the man for along time. There was nothing confronting him that aroused his
strong feelings.

Five years later someone knocks on Harry's door and says, "I am collecting money to buy
flowers for the widow of that man who used to live next door to you." It seems the former
neighbor had died a tragic death. All of a sudden the person at the door says, "Oh, I'm
sorry, | forgot how deeply you hated the man. Y ou would not be interested in helping.
You are probably glad he is dead." Harry would protest that he was being misrepresented.
"I admit we had our differences, but as | look back, | am sure part of it was my fault. He
really was not all that bad. Here is five dollars for the flowers." It would be impossible to
convince Harry that he had truly hated his former neighbor. The hatred had long settled in
the bottom of his heart.



Five more years pass by and a moving van pulls up next door to Harry's house and the
man he hated starts to move back into the same house. There had been a mix up and the
man had not died, it was his brother. How long would that man have to live there before
al of Harry's buried hatred would once more be felt and expressed? The old saying, "Out
of sight, out of mind" is true. Man's hatred of God is like the dirty mud puddles on the
road right after a heavy rain. Those same puddles become clear as crystal after several
days. The mud is still there but it has all settled to the bottom and is not visible. However,
if you started stirring the puddle with a stick, the mud would soon come to the surface.
Man's sinful heart is the same way. As long as Harry is not directly confronted with his
enemy, he can never be convinced of the depth of his hatred. Aslong as men are not
being directly confronted with atrue picture of God, they do not feel the natural enmity
towards God that is in their hearts. However, the moment we begin to tell them what God
isrealy like, their rebellion against God's authority and their love of self will come to the
surface. The God of the Bible is a forgotten God in our society. The weak and wishey
washey God that is preached in most churches, even Evangelical churches, would never
stir up any valid feelings of any kind. Thisis why men can hate God while being deeply
religious. Because men today love a God of thelr own imagination, there is neither deep
faith or visible antagonism in the churches today.

Regardless of what we think or what any individuals believes, we must accept what the
Word of God says—all men by nature hate God! We need only preach God's revealed will
to sinners, and press on them their absolute duty to do thet will, and we see that Romans
8.7 isafact. The one indelible mark of every lost man is Romans 8:7.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. Romans 8.7

Likewise, the one indelible mark of atrue believer is the exact opposite:

For thisisthe love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are
not grievous. | John 5:3.

Before we were converted we hated God's authority over us simply because we wanted to
"do our own thing." We hated anyone who tried to tell us the awful consequences of our
rebellion. We hated God's commandments because they condemned us and we hated
those who reminded us of those commandments. We felt God was unreasonable and too
strict. When the Holy Spirit gave us a new nature, we then loved the very same law that
we previoudly hated. Our problem then was not with the strictness of God's law but our
total inability to keep it because we now wanted to keep it with all of our being.

5. By Total Depravity, we meanthat every part of man's being and nature has been
effected by sin. Thisis what the word "total" means. Total depravity means that sin has
effected every part of man's being and this includes hiswill. The primary difference
between Calvinism (the religion of free grace) and Arminianism (the religion of free will)
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is whether man's will is partially depraved, meaning everything excepting hiswill, or
whether he is totally depraved, meaning everything including hiswill.

Romans 6:17 is a key text.

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have [1] obeyed [the will]
from [2] the heart [emotiong] that [3] form of doctrine [mind] which was delivered you.

This text shows the order of biblical conversion to be as follows: (1) The mind must be
illuminated by the truth. God does not save us in a vacuum. We must hear understand,
and believe the gospel facts about our sin and Christ's death. (2) The heart must be
penetrated by the truth. It is not enough to believe intellectually, we must literally fedl the
power of truth in our inward man (See | Thes 1:4,5). (3) The will must be liberated with
the truth (Acts 16:14). Lydias heart must indeed be opened and she must hear and
believe the gospel in order to be saved. However, Lydia cannot understand or even desire
the truth of God with her nature of sin. The Holy Spirit must "open her heart' (Thisis
regeneration) before she is able to understand and believe. When the Holy Spirit gives
Lydia a new heart, she will gladly be ready to believe. Y ou will notice how al three of
these things are mentioned in Romans 6:17

The mind, or understanding, receives the "form of doctrine," or facts of the gospel. Our
natural minds are described as being totally incapable of understanding truth (I Cor 2:14;
Eph 4:18). When ever a sinner understands and gladly receives the gospel it is not
because of their so-called free will, it is, like in Lydias case, because God sovereignly
opened that heart in regeneration.

The heart, or affections, by nature is not able to feel the power of truth (Jer 17:9).
Whenever the gospel effects area change in usit is because the Holy Spirit has
powerfully and savingly applied the truth to the core of our being. When a girl says, "He
gets me," that can mean different things. If she sighs and almost faints when she says,
"He gets me," that means one thing. If she grits her teeth and shakes her fist when she
says, "He gets me," that means something entirely different. In both cases the girl is
saying, "Just seeing him or hearing his name evokes an uncontrollable feeling inside of
me." In one case it is anger and in the other it islove. In both casesit is automatic
because the girl's emotions are controlled by the attitude of her heart . It is the same with
achild of God. He cannot hear the name of Christ without feeling deeply a heartfelt
gratitude for so great salvation. The gospel really gets to a Christian and literally gets the
Christian.

The will, or the power of choice does not, indeed it cannot, operate either independently
of, or contrary to, man's sinful mind and wicked heart. Our will is not an independent
faculty or "little man inside the man that is unaffected by sin." The will is chained to our
sinful nature and it is impossible for the will to operate independently of that sinful
nature. The Scriptures are clear that man can no more change his sinful nature by an act
will anymore than an Ethiopian can "change the color of his skin" (Jer 13:23). To say, "a
sinner can change if he sincerely wantsto” is the same as saying, "an Ethiopian, who

11



loves being black and hates any idea of being white, can change the color of his skinif he
sincerely wants to." In both cases the problem does not lie in the power of the will but in
the "want to," or power that controls the will and that power is the sinner's totally
depraved nature. The sinner always wants to please himself. We will come back to this
point later.

Let me repeat that the word "total” in "total depravity” does not mean man is as wicked as
he can be. It means sin has affected every part of our being in such away that our
autobiography reads, "I know that in me, that is, in no single part of me, dwelleth no good
thing" (Rom 7:18). It means that the sinner's heart, which is the seat of his thinking,
feeling, and choosing, is "deceitful and incurable wicked" (Jer 17:9). The word total in
"total depravity” means the same thing as putting a drop of deadly poison into aglass a
water. The entire glass is totally, meaning every single particle of the water, is poisoned
and unfit to drink. If you pour that glass of water into a gallon jug you will dilute the
intensity of the poison but you will still totally poison the entire gallon of water. Pour the
galon into abarrel of water and you have totally destroyed the entire barrel of water.
Remember our definition: "Man is bad, but he is not that bad, but he really is bad.”

The primary objection to everything | have said goes like this: "If the sinner does not
have the innate power or ability to repent and believe then God cannot hold him
responsible.” In other words, man's ability is always the measure of his responsibility. If
God hold's the sinner responsible to repent and believe when He knows the sinner is
unable to do so, then God becomes unjust and grossly unfair. This objection totally
misunderstands both sin and responsibility. It also denies the reality and effects of the
fall. We will spend quite a bit of time on this point in a future article, but for now let me
show how absurd the argument is: Is a sinner able to perfectly obey the Ten
Commandments? All will answer, "Absolutely not.” Does God hold sinner's responsible
for perfectly obeying the Ten Commandments and punishing them for breaking those
commandments? The answer will be, with abit of hesitation and without the
"absolutely,” will be the exact opposite, or, "Yes." So then God can, and does, hold men
responsible for doing something they are totally unable to do! The objection is exploded.

What we will see isthat the reason sinners can neither obey the commandments or repent
and believe the gospd is the power of their sinful to totally control the sinner's whole
being. The only question is this: "Who is totally responsible for man's sinful nature?' Did
man acquire his sinful nature by an act of his free will or did God force him to sin against
hiswill? If man istotally responsible for his sin, then he is also totally responsible for the
effects of that sin, and the awful effect isthe sinner'stotally depravity and totally inability
to change that sinful nature. As | said, we will come back to this point.

| can say without hesitation that the sinner is "totally free to do exactly as he pleases.”
However, that kind of freedom is the sinner's greatest problem. An unregenerate sinner,
because he is totally controlled by a sinful nature, will always, every single time, freely,
or deliberately, choose to please himself. We always do, or choose to do, things which are
consistent with what we ARE. If we are sinners by nature and choice then every choice
will be effected by our sinful nature. Adam is the only man that ever had a true "free" will
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that was free from sin. Adam is aso the only person who ever became a sinner by
sinning, or by an act of will. You and | sin because we are born sinners, we did not
become a sinner the first time we consciously disobeyed. Our first act of sin did not
produce our sinful nature. The sinful nature inherited from Adam produced the sinful act.

6. Man has a nature that will not permit him to choose God or righteousness. Man's
INABILITY grows out of his DEPRAVITY.

A lost man can choose between two evils according to which benefits him the most. He

may choose a "good,” as judged by the world's standard, instead of a"bad,” but in every

case he is motivated by his own interests. The sinner cannot choose between God's glory
and his own selfish ends. Romans 8:7 stands as a Biblical truth and a historical fact.

In our next study we will let the Bible give man, the sinner, a complete "spiritua
examination." We will pretend the Word of God gives us a Physician's, a Coronor's, and
an Autopsy report. We will use Scripture to look at every part of man's being We are not
concerned with either how man looks at himself or the world looks at him. We will not
consult philosophy, psychology, medicine, sociology, or popular sentiment. What does
the Word of God itself say about the condition of man? Here is what we will find in the
Word of God:

1. The Physician's Report. "The patient is totally unable to respond to any spiritual
stimulusin any of his faculties. Heisblind, deaf, dumb, no pulse, can't breathe, mind
totally gone, totally impotent, etc.”

2. The Coroner's Report. "The patient is spiritual DEAD. There is not a single evidence
of life"

3. The Autopsy Report. "Every single part of the patient's being was infected and ruined

by sin. Not one part was left untouched and uncontaminated. He was Totally Depraved
from head to toe."
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